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ignite the spark within you




PREFACE

How often have you heard someone say, "Follow your passion" - the implication being
that at the end of the passion rainbow sits a pot of gold full of happiness, health and
prosperity. Some people follow this principle to help them attain popularity or success.
All of us want to lead a successful life. Our dreams can come true when we experience

each and every aspect of world with alert senses.

SPARKS is a compilation of brief success stories of different personalities who have
channeled their immense talents through passion and hard work. All of them have
battled the odds to make an impression on the world. Their life journeys have been full
of struggles but also of solutions and learning. These are the resources that can guide
you to create a “first successful you” and to ignite the SPARK within. with alert senses

which we call “Follow your passion and ignite the spark within you”.

This book includes some real life characters who are very successful and known
personalities in different areas viz. : entrepreneurs, actors, educationists and social
workers. They have been successful in their careers due to their passion, innate abilities
and self grooming practices. We have covered diverse cases ranging from practical to
sublime. We hope that these stories help you in your decision making and planning for
the future ahead. Resource for many of us to create “a first successful YOU” and to
ignite the SPARK within us in the coming years. With alert senses which we call

“Follow your passion and ignite the spark within you™.

PERFORMANCE ALWAYS COMES FROM PASSION, NOT FROM PRESSURE.

ALWAYS BE PASSIONATE.
LOVE WHAT YOU DO AND DO WHAT YOU LOVE.

SUCCESS WILL THEN ALWAYS BE YOURS - IGNITE THE SPARK WITHIN !
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A.P.) ABDUL KALAM

NUCLEAR SCIENTIST & 11" PRESIDENT OF INDIA

Early Life & Education:

¢ Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam was born in Rameswaram, British India (now Tamil Nadu) in

in 1931.

e His father was a boat owner and his mother was a housewife.

e Coming from a poor background, he started working at an early age.

e He did his schooling from Rameshwaram Elementary School.

e Further he attended St. Joseph's College in Tiruchirappalli and graduated with a degree in physics in

1954.
e He then did his Masters in aerospace engineering from MIT, Madras.

Career Path:

e He started his career with DRDO (Defence Research & Development Org.) in 1958 and five
years later went to ISRO (Indian Space Research Organization) where he became the Project

Director of SLV(Satellite Launch Vehicle).
e He led India's first SLV 'Rohini', which successfully lifted in 1980. With this he realised that SLV

technology could have military applications in the form of missile. He then became Program Director

to launch Integrated Guided Missile Development Program.
e In his 14 years of work as Director of Defense Research & Development Laboratory, he developed

Prithvi, Agni, Trishul, Akash and Nag.
e He was credited with designing state-of-the art warfare systems.
e Before he became the President of India, he received numerous awards including Padma Bhushan

in 1981, Padma Vibhushan in 1990 and Bharat Ratan, the country's highest civilian award, in 1997.
e During his term as President,(From 25t July 2002 to 25t July 2007) he was affectionately known

as the “People's President” and was voted "India's Best President".
e His vision was to make India a developed country by 2020.

‘Great dreams and great dreamers are always rewarded with victory.'
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Early Life & Education:

® The United Nationshas recovered Dr.Kalam’s B’day as world Student’s Day.
® [n 1997, Indian National congress conferred him with the Indira Gandhi Award for National

Intergration.
® Also 15 Oct 2015, Commemorative postal stamps on Dr.kalam was released by PM Narendra

Modi.
® He Had articulated thoughts in his many books like:
1.India 2020: A Vision for the New Millennium
2.Wings of fire: An Autobiography of A.P.J.Abdul Kalam
3.Ignited minds: Unleashing the Power Within India
4.Indomitable Spirit.
5.The Luminous Sparks.
6.Fly Journey: Transforming Dreams into Action, cte.
® [n the book India 2020, Kalam strongly advocated an action plan to develep India into a knowledge

superpower and a developed nation by the year2020. _
® He regards his work on India’s nuclear weapons program ds a way of assuring India’§ place as a

future superpower. A
® Beside being a scientist of high caliber, Dr.Abdul Kalam was alsoa poet and alover of music.
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While delivering a lecture at the IIM Shillong, APJ Abdul Kalam collapsed& died from a cardiac
arrest on 27™ July 2015. Dr.Kalam was a down to earth unassuming and senti
“Missile Man” rose from his humble background to become ajewelinthe niltlon" wn. By making

ﬁe c‘{b of n‘wlear powers in the
world. Even after being the president of the largest democracy of the world, Dr.Kalam still had many

missile for the country, he insured India a membership to the exclusi

aspirations to fulfill. He was planning to open a school for the poorchildren of Rameshwaram.

“If you want to leave your foot prints on the sand of

the time do not drag your feet.”
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AAMIR KHAN

ACTOR, PRODUCER,DIRECTOR & SCREEN WRITER

Early Life & Education:

e Aamir Khan was born on 14th March in a Muslim family in Mumbai, Maharashtra, in 1965.

e His father Tahir Hussain was a producer and his uncle Nassir Hussain was a producer, director and
actor.

Aamir Khan - The Making of a Superstar:

e Aamir was first introduced as a child artiste in the 1970’s hit Yaadon Ki Baaraat (1973).
e Khan began his professional career, eleven years later with Holi (1984).

e He had his first commercial success with Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak (1988). He received his first

National Film Award as a Special Jury Award for his roles in the films Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak
(1988) and Raakh (1989).

e After eight previous nominations during the 1980s and 1990s, Khan received his first Filmfare
Award for Best Actor for his performance in the major grosser Raja Hindustani (1996) and later
earned his second Best Actor award for his performance in the 74th academy award-nominated
Lagaan, which also marked the debut of his own production company.

® Following a four-year break from acting, Khan made his comeback playing the title role in the
historical drama Mangal Pandey. The Rising (2005), and later won a Filmfare Critics Award for Best
Actor for his role in Rang De Basanti (2006).

“When you help somebody, when you reach out to somebody, when
you bring a smile to somebody's face, when you help the
person who is less privileged than you are, that is when

you are going to achieve something.”
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