
Children With Special 
Needs 



Inclusive Education 

Statistics on disability 

Testing and Assessments 

‘Labeling’ the child 



Role of a Teacher 

The main focus of a teacher is to enhance and promote 
student’s learning 



Children with same age group in class have different interest 



Ability Inability Disability 



Identification Process 

Student’s Performance 

Teacher’s Observation & Referral 

Counsellor's Observation & Recommendation 

Psychological Assessment 

Counseling/ Remedial 



Speech & Motor Difficulties 

Learning Disability 

Autistic Spectrum Disorder 

Emotional & Behavioral Difficulties 

Different Difficulties and Disorders 
Prevalent in Children 



Speech Difficulties 

Receptive Speech – It involves difficulties understanding 
what others are saying 

Expressive Speech – It involves difficulties expressing 
thoughts and ideas 



Motor Difficulties 

Gross 
Motor Skills  

 

Fine Motor 
Skills  

 

• It involves the use of the smaller muscle of the hands. 
  E.g.: Academic skills – writing, colouring, cutting with   
        scissors, Scribbling.    
        Play – Puzzles, Legos or building blocks, doll dressing. 
        Self care –  buttoning clothing, tying shoelaces 

• It requires whole body movement and which involves the   
  large (core stabilizing) muscles of the body to perform  
  everyday functions. 
  E.g.: Running, Jumping, Kicking.  



Receptive Speech 

At 15 months 

• Child does not 
look or point at 
people or objects 
when they are 
named by a parent 
or caregiver 

At 24 months 

• Child is not able to 
point to a 
picture/part of the 
body when asked 
to 

At 36 months 

• Child doesn’t 
follow two-step 
directions and 
doesn't 
understand 
action/ words  



Play Activities – Twister, Simon Says, puzzles 

Read Books aloud & Language oriented Playing toys 

To improve Receptive Speech 



Expressive Speech 

The child has trouble learning new vocabulary  

Child uses certain phrases over and over again 

Seems frustrated by inability to communicate 
thoughts 

May not talk much or often, but understands what 
other people say  



To improve Expressive Speech 

1 
• 20 Questions Game 

2 
• Defining and Describing 

3 

• Role Plays – Tell me how to do it in 
classroom / How do I feel 



Gross Motor Skills 

• Late in reaching developmental milestones (i.e. sit, crawl, walk, 
run and hop) 

• Unable to follow multiple step instructions to complete a physical 
task (e.g. obstacle course) 

• Unable to plan and correctly sequence events or steps in a 
process (e.g. step forward before throwing) 

• Lose previously mastered skill if they do not keep practicing them 

• Avoids, also gets tired frequently with physical activities 



To improve Gross Motor Skills 

Catching and balancing 

Swimming, Hop-scotch, Running 

Obstacle courses 



Fine Motor Skills 

• Have an awkward or immature pencil grasp for their age 

• Have messy, slow or laborious drawing, colouring or writing skills 

• Fatigue quickly when typing or using a mouse on a computer 

• Dislike precise eye-hand coordination tasks (e.g. construction) 

• Have difficulty performing age appropriate self-care tasks 
independently 

• Have difficulty mastering new fine motor tasks 



To improve Fine Motor Skills 

Construction: That requires pushing and pulling with fingers 

Play – dough: Using the fingers, not whole hands  

Threading and lacing: With different sized laces and beads 

Craft: Make things using old boxes, egg cartons, wool and paper 

Tongs or teabag squeezers: To pick up small sized objects  



Worksheet for Fine Motor Skills 



Learning Disability 



Dyslexia 

Difficulty in Reading 

Warning signs: Problems while reading, writing, spelling, 
speaking 

Teaching Strategies in areas like: Attention skills, phonological 
processing, sequencing skills, verbal ability 



Dysgraphia 

Difficulty with Writing  

Warning signs: Problems with handwriting, spelling,  
organizing idea 

Teaching Strategies in areas like: Fine motor skills, visual spatial 
processing, organizational skills, visual motor coordination 



Dyscalculia 

Difficulty with Math [calculation] 

Warning Signs: Problems doing mathematical 
operations, understanding time, using money 

Teaching Strategies in areas like: Cognitive functioning, time 
management skills, reasoning skills, logical thinking 



Autism Spectrum Disorder  

• Autistic Disorder is severe condition 

• Disturbances in: ability to relate to the environment, 
perception, speech and language, mobility 

• Warning signs: Poor eye contact, twirling, walking on tip toes, 
poor social skills, poor communication and comprehension 
skills 

• Teaching Strategies in areas like: Verbal ability, listening skills, 
emotional  regulation, attention skills, social skills, visual 
motor skills 



The signs of Autism  



Autism Spectrum Disorder  



Emotional & Behavioral Difficulties 

inability to build / 
maintain interpersonal 
relationships, excessive 
fear/ anxiety, a tendency 
to compulsive reaction 

Emotional regulation, 
social skills, anxiety/ anger 
management skills, 
developing self- esteem, 
reasoning skills, listening 
comprehension skills, 
tolerance  

Warning signs 
Teaching Strategies 

 in areas like 



Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder 

Neurobiological condition 

Hyperactive, impulsive, inattentive Behavior 

Moving around constantly, 
fidgety, doing things 
without thinking, can’t  
wait for their turn, poor 
concentration, less 
attention span, makes silly 
mistakes, forgetfulness 

Attention skills, listening 
comprehension skills, 
organizational skills, 
anger management skill 
and memory skill 

Warning signs 
Teaching Strategies 

 in areas like 



TYPE 1 ADHD 
Inattention 

Without 
Hyperactivity 

TYPE 2 ADHD 
Hyperactivity 

Without 
Inattention 

Symptoms Symptoms 

• Trouble paying attention 
• Trouble following directions 
• Trouble following through with task 
• Easily distracted 
• Shy or withdrawn behavior     
 

• Excessive talking  
• Overactive  
• Trouble paying attention 
• Impulsive speech and actions 
• Restlessness 
• Frequent interruptions 
• Loud interactions with others 



Weaknesses Weaknesses 

Strengths Strengths 

Creative 

Intelligent 

Problem Solving 

Energetic 

Hardworking 

Eager to try new things 

• Fear of expressing feelings 
• Difficulty dealing with changes due to fear 
• Inability to relax due to anxiety 
• May seem depressed and lack motivation  

• Difficulty connecting with others 
• May have learning difficulties 
• Frustration that can lead irritabilty or anger 
• May seem depressed and lack motivation  
 



Worksheet 



Intensity 

• Intensity of the 

behavior :   
mild/ moderate/ 
severe 

Duration 

• Duration of the 

behavior:   
lasted few days/ 
weeks/months 

Consistency 

• Consistency: 
Pattern in which 
the behavior 
occurs should be 
consistent across 
2 weeks 

Obesrving the warning sign of child 
behavior  



Case Studies 

Recognize the symptoms and name them 

Mention the weaknesses of the student that needs to be 
worked upon 

How would you handle the behavior and/or teach the 
student differently? 



‘Labeling’ the child 

1 

• We create labels to make sense out of complex pieces of data. 
Once we have a label, we feel empowered to take action. 

2 
• Pros of Labeling – Medical help 

3 

• Cons of Labeling – The communication principle of the 
“Looking-Glass Self” from Charles Cooley 

4 
• Being Careful – What you speak & speak positive 



Myths regarding children with special 
needs 

Behavioral disorders are an excuse for poor parenting and bad behavior 
E.g.: Selective Mutism 

If your child has disability, you’re given lots of easily accessible support 
E.g.: Calculator 

People with disabilities always need help 

Learning and attention issues are linked to IQ 



Nine Golden Rules 

Inclusion of all students 

Communication [Verbal & non-verbal] 

Management of the classroom 

Plan your lessons 

Plan for individuals  

Give individuals help 

Use assistive aids 

Manage behavior 

Work together 


